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has passed from the petty officials of a local
community to the county and the state, and is
placed in the hands of road engineers who,
with their assistants, see that the roads un-
der their supervision are kept in repair. They
also lay out and supervise the construction of
new roads that are authorized.
National Roads. The United States gov-
ernment constructs and maintains the roads
in the national parks, but, aside from these,
it has built but one national road, the Cum-
berland Road (which see), extending from
Cumberland, Md., to Vandalia, 111. The au-
tomobile interests and the good roads move-
ment, however, have led to the formation of
associations having for their purpose the con-
struction of great national highways, con-
necting distant parts of the country. The
most noted of these projects are the Dixie
Highway and the Lincoln Highway, each
of which is described under its title. See
pavement.
ROANOKE, va., in Roanoke County, fifty-
four miles west of Lynchburg, on the Ro-
anoke River and on the Norfolk & Western
and the Virginian railroads. It has a
picturesque location near the Blue Ridge
Mountains. It is the seat of Yirginia
College for women and Rebekah Sani-
tarium. Hollins Institute, a large female
college, is six miles north of the city, and
in the vicinity are Roanoke and Elizabeth col-
leges. The city also has an academy of
music, an auditorium and armory,, a Federal
building and a city hall. Roanoke was for-
merly a great tobacco market, but it is now
more important as an iron-manufacturing
center. It contains rolling mills, car and lo-
comotive works, tobacco factories, bottling
works, knitting mills and other factories.
Railroad shops employ 3,000 men. The city
was incorporated in 1884.
Population, 1920, 50,842; in 1930, 69,206,
a gain of 36 per cent.
ROANOKE RIVER, a river formed in
Virginia by the union of the Dan and the
S taunt on. It flows eastward for a short
distance in Virginia, then enters North Car-
olina and, pursuing a southeasterly course of
about 185 miles through a picturesque valley,
enters Albermarle Sound. It is navigable for
120 miles.
ROB'BERY, a major crime by which there
is taken from a person, by violence or intimi-
dation, property of value either on his per-
son or under Ms protection. Violence and
 intimidation are the characteristics which dis-
tinguish robbery from other larcenies, and it
is sufficient that so much force or threatening,
by word or gesture, is used as might create
an apprehension of danger of suffering per-
sonal violence and might lead a man to part
with his property against his will. The pun-
ishment is now usually imprisonment for long
periods. Highway robbery, or the forcible
taking of property from travelers, in many
countries is a capital offense, and in all civi-
lized countries it is severely punished. Sea
larceny.
ROB'BIA, bella, the name of a famous
family of Italian sculptors who flourished in
the fourteenth and fifteenth centuries.
Lnca Delia Robbia (1399-1482), was dis-
tinguished for his work in terra cotta, of
which by a secret process he made a glazed
or enameled variety. He was also distin-
guished for his work in marble and bronze.
His reliefs were found in many churches and
other public edifices. The fame of his work
spread over Europe, and his madonnas and
saints made him the typical religious sculp-
tor of his time.
Andrea Bella Robbia (1437-1528), was a
nephew of Luca. He is especially famous for
his colored reliefs in terra cotta, for Santa
Maria delle Grazie, the Cathedral of Arezzo
and the loggia of the Hospital of the Inno-
cents, in Florence.
ROBERTS, chaeles george douglas
(1860- ), a Canadian poet and story
writer, was born at Douglas, near Frederic-
ton, ISTew Brunswick, and educated at Fred-
ericton Collegiate School and the University
of New Brunswick. He was professor of
English and French literature in King's Col-
lege in 1SS5-18S7, and of economics and in-
ternational law in 1887-1895. In 1897-98
he was associate editor of the Illustrated
American, ISTew York. Among his more im-
portant writings are Orion and Oilier Poems,
Songs of -the Common Day, New York Noc-
turnes, The Canadians of Old, Around tJie
Camp Fire, A History of Canada, The Kin-
dred of the Wild, Barbara Ladd, The Little
People of the Sycamore, The Backwoodsman,
"Kings in T3$ile, Neighbors Unknown, Feet of
the Furtive, Children of the Wild and Hoof
and Claiv.
ROBERTS, frederick sleigh, ear& egb-
erts of kandahar, pretoria akd wateb-
ford, (1832-1914), a British soldier, bora at
Cawnpore, India, affectionately known

